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of the dramatic novel is in Time, the imaginative world of the character novel in Space. In the one, this roughly is the argument. Space is more or less given, and the action is built up in Time; in the other, Time is assumed, and the action is a static pattern, continuously redistributed and reshuffled, in Space, It is the fixity and the circumference of the character plot that gives the parts their proportion and meaning; in the dramatic novel it is the progression and resolution of the action. The values of the character novel are social, in other words; the values of the dramatic novel individual or universal, as we choose to regard them. On the one hand we see characters living in a society, on the other figures moving from a beginning to an end. These two types of the novel are neither opposites, then, nor in any important sense complements of each other; they are rather two distinct modes of seeing life: in Time, personally, and in Space, socially.
As stated, this thesis may seem full of difficulties. How can a story have a spatial construction, seeing that in it certain things must happen, and some time, however short, must be consumed?